
Receiving of the Elements 
At this time you are invited to open the Communion elements. 

The community will partake of the bread together… the body of Christ broken for you. 
The community will partake of the cup together… the cup of salvation poured out for you. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
All: Loving and gracious God, from east and west, from north and south, you have gathered 
us at your table, called us your beloved, and fed us from your body. Transform us to be 
your body in the world, and fortify us by your Spirit, so that we may serve you and our 
neighbors with great joy. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #147, vv. 2-4  The First Nowell THE FIRST NOEL 

 
*Charge & Benediction 
 
*Response #147, vv. 5-6  The First Nowell THE FIRST NOEL 

Then entered in those wise men three, full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. (Refrain) 

 

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
that hath made heaven and earth of nought, and with his blood our life hath bought. (Refrain) 

 
*Postlude  Go to Bethlehem, Shepherds Stefen Surzyúski 
 

This Morning’s Participants 
The Reverend Kathryn Z. Johnston – Pastor 

Mark McKeever – Director of Music 
Cathay Snyder – Christian Education Director 

Karen Weigel (8:15); Mary Speedy (11) – Liturgists 
 

The yellow rose in the Sanctuary symbolizes the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst. 
 

Restrooms with baby-changing stations can be found through the rear Sanctuary doors, to the left 
of the kitchen.  Individual restrooms are located through the front Sanctuary doors, down the hall 

on the right.  Children’s worship packets are in the back of the Sanctuary.  
We are glad you are here! 

 

UPCOMING DATES: 
1/9 Return to 8:15 & 11am worship with Communion, Sunday School at 9:35am* 

 

TODAY! CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE AFTER THE 11AM WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

1/23 NO New Member Class  - the new member class is being postponed to a future date. 
 

1/30 NO 8:15 SERVICE; 11AM WORSHIP ONLY 
Annual Meeting, ordination/installation of officers 
 

*The Thoughtful Christian Class will resume in February. 
 
 

MECHANICSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
300 East Simpson Street, Mechanicsburg, PA  17055-6596 

717-697-0351 • www.mechpresby.org 
January 9, 2022 • 8:15 & 11 am 

Guest WiFi password: lmampc2d 
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
 

 

 
Worship Information 

Please silence cell phones as you prepare for worship. 
Bold print indicates congregational reading or response. 
An asterisk * indicates when to stand in body or in spirit. 

Offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors or given online. 
Masks should be worn over the mouth and nose during worship,  

regardless of vaccination status.  
 
Prelude Three Variations on “As With Gladness Those of Old” Iteke Prins 
 
Welcome 
 
Moment for Mission Health Ministries Collection Reneé Breen 

 
*Introit #133, v.1 O Come All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELIS 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore 

him; O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 



*Litany for Epiphany 
 Arise, shine; for your light has come! The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Nations will come to his light, and rulers will seek his radiance. 
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 He will judge the people with righteousness and defend the cause of the poor. 
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 The mystery of the ages is revealed; the eternal plan of God is known to all.  
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Let us kneel down before him to give him honor, glory, and praise. 
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 Let us offer him all the treasures of our hearts and our lives. 
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 God of endless light, you sent a star— rising from darkness, guiding seekers and sages,  
 overwhelming us with joy. Let the splendor of your dawning light grow in us and in all the 

world until the whole creation shines with your glory 
  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 

*Hymn #151 We Three Kings KINGS OF ORIENT 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Lesson  Isaiah 60:1-6 p. 690 
 The story of God for the people of God… Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Lesson Matthew 2:1-12 p. 2 
 The story of God for the people of God… Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon Unprecedented Decisions Reverend Kathryn Z. Johnston 

 
Call for the Offering   
 
Offertory Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Don Freudenburg 

 

*Response #147, vv. 1  The First Nowell THE FIRST NOEL 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 
Sacrament of Communion 

One: Still a light shines, and the darkness does not overcome it. At this table, Christ is revealed 
in the ordinariness of life—as once he was revealed in a child playing in his neighborhood, a 
child trusting his parents to keep him safe, now he is revealed in a meal shared among the 
family of God, the bread of life handed down from generation to generation. 
It is here, at Christ’s table, where brokenness leads to wholeness. 
It is here, at Christ’s table, where cracks allow light to shine forth. 

It is here, at Christ’s table, where we see him most clearly, and where we are given eyes to see 
him at every table. This is not a feast for Presbyterians, this table does not belong to the 
church—this is the joyful feast of the people of God, and it is Christ himself who invites you, all 
of you, to come, eat, drink, and see.  
 The Lord be with You 

 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give our thanks and praise! 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise! 
 

One: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,  God of majesty and 
splendor. By your power you created all that is, making a universe out of chaos, and ruling 
over all things in love.  
Throughout the ages you called your people to love and serve you, and to be your light among 
the nations. When we failed you, you did not fail us and sent prophets to call us back to your 
ways. We praise you that in the fullness of time, you revealed your love by sending your Son 
Jesus to be the Light of the world. He came to heal our brokenness and to set before us the ways 
of justice and peace. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the faithful 
of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

One: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup; make us one in the 
body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. Keep us faithful in your service until justice and 
peace embrace and all things are made new and heaven and earth are one.  Illumine our 
hearts, O God, with the radiance of Christ’s presence, that our lives may show forth his love in 
this weary world.  
Send us to befriend the lost, to serve the poor, to reconcile our enemies, and to love our 
neighbors. 
Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all 
your saints  
in the joy of your eternal realm. Through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Spirit, we 
bless you, God of glory, now and forever. We ask it in the name of Christ Jesus, saying 
together the prayer he taught us....   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 
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